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Certain English ships which have lain off here of late have let no
ship or frigate enter or depart for food supplies. To prevent them
from doing damage, and to clean the coast, the campmaster,1
admirals and vice-admirals deemed it advisable to send Luis
Alfonso Flores out in search of them with two medium-sized ships
and Your Majesty's frigate (which was completed) and a shallop.
But because no enemy sail has been sighted for two days now, this
has not been done. The vessels are ready to go on news of any such ...

Havana, August 23,1590.

Jkoan de Oribe Apdlua (Rubric).

(Enclosure No. i)2
(P- 0                                t
Concerning the Vessels out of New Spain
In the city of San Cristobal de la Habana on the ninth day of the
month of August in the year one thousand five hundred and ninety,
Juan de Oribe Apallua, for the king, our lord, captain general of
his royal armada at anchor in the harbour of this city and of the
other ships and fleets which are to return to Spain in his convoy,
stated that:
He has just been informed that off the Organos certain English
corsair ships encountered two vessels out of New Spain laden with
indigo, hides and other merchandise, which had sailed in convoy
with the fleet in command of General Rodrigo de Rada; and that
the enemy sank one of these vessels and compelled the other to run
ashore on a key of the said Organos; and that some of the merchan-
dise aboard this grounded vessel might be saved; and that some of the
persons who were aboard it have reached this city.
And to obtain information in this matter and to learn the present
condition of this vessel and merchandise, in order to take measures
advisable with respect to them and for the best good of His Majesty's
service . . . PIC] ordered to appear before him Jorge Soler, who was
constable aboard the said vessel, Miestra Senora del Rosario, Miguel
de Acosta, master; who, being duly sworn... stated that:
1 Juan de Texeda.         * a pliegos, legalized copy.